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REPORT 
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REPFRENCHMENT COMMITTED. 


CowwirrikE Room, Nov 22, 1841. 
To the Hon the Speaker of the House of Representatives 


The Committee on Retrenchment, to whom was assigned 
the duty of enquiring into the expcnditures of the Government, 
with a view to ascertain how far aud in what manner, the same 
may be curtailed, bey leave, respectfully, to 


REPORT, 


‘That they have had the same under consideration, so. fur ag 
relates to the expenditures for the Civil Department, with tte 
exception of Foreign Missions, aud the collection of the varvus 
revenues of the country, and are of the opinion that so far us 
ins investigations have proceeded, a material reduction may ng 
made. 


It is deemed unnecessary, and perhaps foreign to the dutics ` 


of this Comnuttee, to enquire inte the various causes which have 
concurred in reducing our Government to its present embarrass 
ed and bankrupt condition. = fqually unnecessary 1s it deemed 
to revert to the past with a view to censure or approve the va 
nous objects of national expenditure for which acts of approprio- 
tion have been passed by Congress, or to institute an examina- 
non by which to test the faithfulness with which the national 
funds have been disbursed upon their legitimate objects. What- 
ever may have been the causes which have brought us to that 
condition ; whether it has sprung from an onginal miscalcula- 
non of our national resources, or disappointed expectations ot 
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country’s banar.” 
Imweued by these considerations, your commiuce beg leave 
t5 peor rsmd, 
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2d That the salaries of all pab'ie agents ond officers bé gd- 
nsted upon a sex'e proportioned to ihe; pecuniary capacity of the 
country and to the. amount of sxill and labor requisite to the 
performance of their official duties. 

"d. That a more simple, cheap and efficient mod? of callect. 
ing the revenues of the conntry be adopted, by which the ač- 
countability of colecting officers shal! be made more direct’and 
immediate; because every dollar expended in the cullection of 
the .eventes is a tax upon the peop:e, and to that extent weak. 
eas and lessens thetr ability to contribute to the support of the 
Government 

With a view to carry out the first of these recommendations, 

‘he Committee beg leave to introduce the aecompcaying bil! 


1d recommend its pessage 
WM. E JONES, Chm. 
hd N PORTER, 
P USHER, 
R. M. WILLIAMSON, ^ 
A. J. FOWLER, 
N H. DARNGLI.. 


Printed by order n the House ef Represent tativet, 
NH. HARRISON, Peme. 


